
 
 
February 22, 2021 
  
Dear Manzanita Families: 
  
We are incredibly grateful for the partnership we have shared with you during the 20-21 school year.  We 
recognize the challenges that both hybrid and remote learning pose for families, and, like you, have continued to 
monitor and adjust to provide the best possible learning experience for our students. 
 
While our teachers are doing their absolute best with these learning environments, we know that for most 
students, their academic and social/emotional needs are most effectively addressed in-person.  The need for 
students to be back in-person for more days than we are currently offering is a pressing one.  
  
Our context has changed since October, when we re-opened for two days of in-person learning: 

• The low incidence of COVID-19 cases across CFSD indicate that our mitigation strategies are working. At 
Manzanita, we have had 2 positive cases since our return from Winter Break. There have been no 
confirmed transmissions of cases at any CFSD school. 

• The vast majority of our staff is in the process of getting vaccinated. 
• While we still have the highest enrollment of the CFSD elementary schools, our enrollment has decreased.    

  
Because of these reasons, we have been able to devise a way to bring back our in-person learners (including 
those starting in-person on March 1*) 5 days/week, beginning March 8, 2021.  
  
We currently have ~300 students on campus daily (~320 on A-Days; ~285 on B-Days).  When we return, we will 
have ~425 students on campus daily (including those who are switching from Remote to In-Person on March 1*). 
Most students will continue in their current classroom space with their current teacher, with the exception of the 
following: 
  
Mrs. Michel’s 5th grade class will meet in the Library; 
Mrs. Fisher’s 4th grade class will meet in the Robotics Room; 
Mrs. Grilli’s 3rd grade class will meet in the Orchestra Room; 
Mrs. Guarrera’s 2nd grade class will meet in Room 38 (a vacant kindergarten classroom); 
The Multiage classes will meet in their current classroom spaces, plus the MPR and Room 21 (one of the Spanish 
classrooms).*   
 
**Since Mrs. Pollow is teaching two classes of students, the Multiage teachers will communicate further details 
about their plan with those families.  It will include Mrs. Green’s return to teach 1/2 days in-person.   
  
We will adhere to the current CFSD Mitigation Plan,, as well as the site-based practices we have instituted since 
our return to in-person learning in October.  This includes the 6’ of physical distancing between work spaces in 
classrooms. 
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How will Specials/Spanish change? 
  
For IN-PERSON Learners: 
Spanish will be taught in-person by Sra. Cortez or Sra. Kumar.  They will “push-in” to students’ homeroom spaces, 
as there is more room there, than in the Spanish classrooms. 
  
For Specials, we will maintain our “rotation” schedule, in which students receive either Art, Music, PE, or STEM/SEL 
for 3 consecutive weeks: 

• Art and Music will be taught in-person in the Art and Music classrooms. 
• STEM/SEL will be taught in-person.  Mrs. Taylor (STEM) or Mrs. Garcia Faber (SEL) will “push-in” to 

students’ homeroom spaces.  
• PE will remain asynchronous until Mrs. Braun returns from maternity leave in mid-April.  An EA will help 

students access the asynchronous lessons from their homerooms, then take students outside to supervise 
the activity portion of the lessons. 

  
For REMOTE Learners: 
Spanish will remain the same, with students receiving asynchronous lessons. 
  
For Specials, we will maintain our “rotation” schedule, in which students receive either Art, Music, PE, or STEM/SEL 
for 3 consecutive weeks.  

• Art and Music will continue to be asynchronous. 
• STEM/SEL may be synchronous (“live” remote) or asynchronous. 
• PE will remain asynchronous until Mrs. Braun returns from maternity leave in mid-April.  We will 

communicate plans for after she returns. 
  
Will there be changes to Band, Orchestra, or Choir? 
No.  These classes will remain remote for all learners. 
  
Will Bus Service be available? 
Bus service continues to be available only to Manzanita resident families who live more than one (1) mile from the 
school. 
  
Will there be changes to arrival/dismissal procedures? 
No.  We will continue to allow students to exit vehicles promptly at 7:38. Students will enter through the same 
hallways, and proceed directly to class.  We will continue to utilize the CurbSmart system at dismissal. 
  
Will there be changes to lunch/recess? 
No.    
 
When will we need to return the school Chromebook? 
If your child is an In-Person learner who has a CFSD Chromebook checked out, please plan to return it (and the 
charger) to school no later than March 8.  Your child may bring it to his/her classroom where it will be inventoried 
by our staff.   
 
Remote Learners, as well as students who are taking Band, Orchestra, and/or Choir may keep their device until the 
end of the school year. 
  
Will there be changes to the state testing information that was recently released? 
Unfortunately, yes.  The decision to make a transition to 5-days occurred very quickly, after we released our state 
testing information.  The REVISED schedule/information is as follows: 
 
 
 



For IN-PERSON Learners: 
Thursday, April 6 - AzM2 Writing (Gr. 3-5) 
Thursday, April 8 - AzM2 Reading (Gr. 3-5) 
 
Tuesday, April 13 - AzM2 Math (Gr. 3-5) 
Thursday, April 15 - AzSCI Science (Gr. 5) 
 
For REMOTE Learners: 
The schedule of assessments remains the same, although they will be administered at Orange Grove Middle 
School, not at Manzanita. OGMS will maintain Wednesdays as an asynchronous day. Test administrators will be 
from Manzanita.   
 
Wednesday, April 7 - AzM2 Writing (Remote Learners, Gr. 3-5) 
Wednesday, April 14 - AzM2 Reading (Remote Learners, Gr. 3-5) 
Wednesday, April 21 - AzM2 Math (Remote Learners, Gr. 3-5) 
Wednesday, April 28, AzSCI Science (Remote Learners, Gr. 5 only) 
 
Thanks to the families of REMOTE LEARNERS who have already completed the State Testing Survey. Your 
responses will help us plan for testing.  If you have not already done so, or if you are inclined to change your 
responses, you may do so at the link above.  Please respond no later than March 19 (earlier than previously 
requested).  
 
Will there still be Toolkit Stampedes for Remote Learners? 
Yes.  However, to avoid the arrival/dismissal time of our in-person learners, the time will change.  Starting March 
17, Stampedes will be every other Wednesday from 10:00-11:00.  If you cannot pick up during that time, you may 
come to the office for pick up after Wednesday at 11:00.  As usual, your teachers will communicate any changes, 
such as if there will NOT be a pick up for your grade level. 
 
Can we still request a change in learning pathway? 
If your child is scheduled to transition from Remote to In-Person learning on March 1, and you are no longer 
comfortable with this plan, please contact me ASAP.  We will be able to accommodate you. 
 
Any other changes are dependent upon capacity.  Please contact me ASAP if you are interested in changing your 
child’s learning pathway (from Remote to In-Person OR from In-Person to Remote).  
 
We thank you for your patience, support, and understanding as we continue to navigate these unprecedented 
times. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kim Boling 
 
Kim Boling 
Principal 
kboling@cfsd16.org 
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